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THE FINE ART AUCTION:
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016
The Varley Fine Art Auction is held at the Varley Art Gallery 
in Markham. The highlight of the night is the live auction, 
with original Canadian artwork contributed by prestigious 
art galleries and independent artists in Toronto and GTA. 
More than 300 generous guests open both their hearts and  
chequebooks to support the Varley Art Gallery and take home  
original artworks. This event is a feature in our community 
and attracts artistic talents from across the GTA.
This evening brings a unique blend of food, wines and live 
music that guests enjoy while perusing the popular silent 
auction tables featuring works by talented artists, artisans 
and many other items.

FUNDRAISING
Your contribution will make a significant difference to the 
success of this event. We need your support to continue 
to make a difference, in exchange we provide your  
company with valuable exposure at this popular event  
and beyond. Your support of the Varley Fine Art Auction 
will allow the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham  
to ensure the Varley Art Gallery continues to thrive. There 
are many ways to help, including financial assistance in 
the way of sponsorships; donations of artwork for both 
the live and silent auctions from dealers and individual 
artists; food and wine donation by local restaurants and 
businesses, and volunteer time to help coordinate the event.

BACKGROUND OF THE  
VARLEY ART GALLERY
The Varley presents exhibitions of historical and  
contemporary Canadian art and offers educational 
programs for all members of the community. Through 
research, exhibitions, public programs and publications, 
the Gallery explores the art of F.H. Varley - a founding 
member of the Group of Seven - and his peers, and of 
the artists that have explored and shaped Canadian 
artistic practice.
The Varley has a wide range of programs for artists and 
aspiring artists of all ages. These include art classes, 
seasonal art camps, workshops, and talks with artists 
and curators. Several educational programs are available 
to school groups, including interactive gallery tours  
and hands-on studio activities.

THE ART AUCTION COMMITTEE THANKS YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND SUPPORT!

THE FINE ART AUCTION
VARLEY ART GALLERY

2016 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES



THE FINE ART AUCTION
VARLEY ART GALLERY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016

Sponsorship Benefits & Opportunities

THE EVENT
The Varley Fine Art Auction is a  
premiere fundraising event benefitting 
the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of 
Markham in support of the Varley  
Art Gallery and its role in creative  
expression in Markham and beyond.  
It is a great opportunity for your  
company to contribute to your  
community development and growth.



VARLEY SPONSOR MCKAY SPONSOR

• Full page (inside front cover) in Auction catalogue
• Corporate product placement during the auction
• 10 tickets to the event and reserved corporate seating 

(to be confirmed in advance)
• Exclusive guided tour of one exhibition at  

the Varley Art Gallery*
• Verbal acknowledgement during event
• Speaking opportunity during event
• Exclusive placement of logo on Auction bid paddles
• Prominent placement of logo in:

 – Print Advertisements
 – Printed tickets
 – Printed posters
 – Auction Event signage
 – Auction page on visitthevarley.com
 – Promotion of your company on Varley-McKay 

Art Foundation of Markham social media pages

• Half page (inside back cover) in Auction catalogue
• Corporate product placement during the auction
• 6 tickets to the event and reserved corporate seating 

(to be confirmed in advance)
• Exclusive guided tour of one exhibition at  

the Varley Art Gallery*
• Verbal acknowledgement during event
• Placement of logo in

 – Print Advertisements
 – Printed tickets
 – Printed posters
 – Auction Event signage
 – Auction page on visitthevarley.com
 – Promotion of your company on Varley-McKay 

Art Foundation of Markham social media pages

18TH ANNUAL FINE ART AUCTION
Sponsorship Benefits & Opportunities

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016

$10 000 $5 000

2016

* Expiry date: May 18, 2017

* Expiry date: May 18, 2017



LIVE AUCTION DONATIONS
The Live Auction is the premiere event at Art for All. It is a prime spotlight for our sponsoring artists and dealers who will be 
acknowledged for their contributions through the Auction Catalogue. Donors offering a full donation will receive a charitable 
tax receipt from the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham.

CONTRIBUTING SUPPORTERS
Local restaurants and businesses support the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham by assisting with the Fine Art  
Auction. We increase their profile through exposure to the many patrons who attend our event. They will be recognized in  
the Auction Catalogue and also receive verbal acknowledgements at the event.

SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS
Our silent auction provides significant additional funds for the event. Your generous support allows the Varley-McKay Art 
Foundation of Markham to move forward with its programs. Silent auction items including: experiences, vacation packages, 
paintings and artisanal works, provide attendees of the event an excellent opportunity to support the Varley-McKay Art  
Foundation of Markham.

DIRECTOR’S SPONSORS

• Highlight in Auction catalogue
• 2 tickets to the Auction event
• Exclusive guided tour of one exhibition at  

the Varley Art Gallery*
• Verbal acknowledgement during event
• Placement of logo in

 – Auction page on visitthevarley.com
 – Auction Event signage
 – Promotion of your company on Varley-McKay 

Art Foundation of Markham social media pages

• Optional attribution as Food Sponsor or Wine Sponsor
• Half page in Auction catalogue
• 4 tickets to the Auction event
• Exclusive guided tour of one exhibition at  

the Varley Art Gallery*
• Verbal acknowledgement during event
• Placement of logo in

 – Auction page on visitthevarley.com
 – Auction Event signage
 – Promotion of your company on Varley-McKay 

Art Foundation of Markham social media pages

$2 500 $1 000
FRIENDS OF THE VARLEY

* Expiry date: May 18, 2017
* Expiry date: May 18, 2017

For more information on sponsorship opportunities for  
the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham, contact: 

Laura Parsons, Development Officer  
Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham
216 Main Street, Unionville ON L3R2H1
905-477-7000 ext.3264    
LParsons@markham.ca
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On behalf of Members of Council and the City of Markham, I am pleased to extend a warm and sincere welcome to all those  
attending the 2016 Annual Art Auction “Art for All: Enriching Lives with Art” in support of the Varley Art Gallery.
 
The development of the arts is important to our community and since 1997 when the Gallery first opened its doors, you have built a 
reputation for high quality exhibitions and hands-on art related activities designed to educate and encourage art appreciation in visitors  
of all ages and interests. This year, visitors to the Varley can enjoy the recent renovations in the lobby and programming space.
 
Now in its 18th year, this annual art auction is a signature fundraiser event for the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham. It is a 
wonderful evening that brings together friends, neighbours, artists and all those that support the Varley Art Gallery for an exceptional 
evening where over 50 original pieces of art will be auctioned off to the highest bidder during this live auction. The event benefits the 
Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham, which supports the Varley Art Gallery. 
 
This evening of “Art for All” which includes refreshments, fine wine and live music by a Cuban trio is sure to be an event to remember.
 
As Mayor, I am a proud supporter of the Varley Art Gallery and I am delighted to extend my best wishes for another successful event  
and thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Scarpitti
Mayor

The Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham is pleased to announce its 18th annual Fine Art Auction fundraiser on Wednesday, May 18, 2016. 
This year’s Fine Art Auction will expose patrons to approximately 50 pieces of original art works contributed by independent artists and 
prestigious art galleries from Toronto and the GTA. 

Last year we raised over $75,000 and our commitment this year is to continue to present one of the most successful auctions in the 
history of the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham. To do so, we need your help. As part of our local business community, we kindly 
invite you to consider sponsoring the event or donating an item or service. Your contribution will make a huge difference in helping us 
accomplish our fundraising goals. Revenues raised from the auction help support Varley Art Gallery exhibitions and education programs, 
enriching lives through art. All sponsors and donors will receive recognition for their generous contributions and donations in our art 
auction catalogue which is distributed to all patrons.

With your help, we can do it.
We thank you for your consideration of our request and look forward to further discussions on this matter.

Sincerely,
Terrence Pochmurski
Chair, Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham

A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

A MESSAGE FROM THE VARLEY-MCKAY  
ART FOUNDATION OF MARKHAM
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SARAH CALE  
INSTANTS PASSING THROUGH THE AIR I BREATHE
January 23 to May 8, 2016
Toronto-based artist Sarah Cale uses “second-hand” brush 
strokes and collage to create colourful abstract paintings. 
Her paint is first applied to a plastic surface and once dried 
is peeled off and glued to a canvas or linen support. Areas of 
canvas are left exposed as layers of previous works are grafted 
on as a second “skin.” This process creates complicated and 
layered relationships within each work and allows the artist  
to break from the confines of her canvas. In these ways,  
Cale stretches the boundaries of her medium and departs  
from traditional painting methods.

F.H. VARLEY, KATE WILSON, AND CLAIRE SCHERZINGER
ON YOUR MARK I
January 23 to May 8, 2016
F.H. Varley studies on paper are displayed in our Collections  
Gallery alongside the works of Kate Wilson and Claire Scherzinger, 
two contemporary artists who explore specific trends in drawing  
today. This project fits within a larger thematic study of the  
products and processes of mark making from both a historical 
and contemporary perspective that will be present throughout  
our 2016 exhibition programming. 

GALLERY IN WHITE 
Saturday, July 9, 2016
Join us for our 5th annual event where the Varley Art Gallery will 
be transformed into an enchanted garden. Guests are treated to 
an elegant evening with dinner, wine and music. In the spirit of this 
midsummer celebration, guests are asked to arrive fashionably 
dressed in white and prepare for a relaxing evening. Funds raised 
support the Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham.  

Bringing the Community to the Varley Art Gallery!
UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS AND PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS MADE POSSIBLE BY YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

Free admission to all exhibits 
in 2017: Sponsored by IBM

For more information on Varley Art Gallery programs,  
please visit www.varleygallery.ca

VARLEY-MCKAY ART FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS

Varley-McKay Art Foundation of Markham
Charitable Registration Number: 891618373RR0001

PROGRAMS
We are proud to offer engaging, high quality art and educational 
programs for all ages and abilities. 

PECHAKUCHA MARKHAM VOL. XI
May 6, 2016
Connect with Markham’s creative communities at Pecha Kucha 
Markham! Presenters share their ideas in 20 slides x 20 seconds 
each, no exceptions. Grab a glass of beer or wine (cash bar), and 
enjoy complimentary appetizers and music with our resident DJ. 
Stick around for the post-PK party for more meeting and mingling! 
For more information, visit the Varley Art Gallery website


